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FOREWORD 

This is a revised version of the self-published “Australian Fish Vetting Essentials”  
(2007) by Drs Richmond Loh & Matt Landos. The purpose of this manual is to collate 
the knowledge that aquarists, aquaculturalists, public aquaria, local fish shops and  
veterinarians already have, and to filter out misinformation and then provide this  
information in a readily digestible form. The information contained in this publication  
has been in the process of compilation since 2001. This manual is not prescriptive, but 
rather, it is a collection from our combined knowledge to promote to the industry that  
veterinarians are best equipped to deal with aquatic animal health.  
 
Worthy of note is that many diseases found in aquatics can be classified as emerging  
diseases since an “emerging disease” is one that has appeared in a population for the  
first time, or that may have existed previously but is rapidly increasing in incidence of  
geographic range.  
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